THE   HTDESriLLE   EPISODE

to sleep apart and were taken into the bedroom of
their parents.    So vibrant were the sounds that the
beds thrilled and shook.    Every possible search was
made, the husband waiting on one side of the door
and the wife on the other, but the rappings still con-
tinued.    It was soon noticed that daylight was inimical
to the phenomena, and this naturally strengthened the
idea of trickery, but every possible solution was tested
and failed.    Finally, upon the night of March 31
there was a very loud and continued outbreak of in-
explicable sounds.    It was on this night that one of
the great points of psychic evolution was reached, for
it was then that young Kate Fox challenged the unseen
power to repeat the snaps of her fingers.    That rude
room, with its earnest, expectant, half-clad occupants
with eager upturned faces, its circle of candlelight,
and its heavy shadows lurking in the corners, might
well be made the subject of a great historical painting.
Search all the palaces and chancelleries of 1848, and
where will you find a chamber which has made its
place in history as secure as this little bedroom of a
shack ?

The child's challenge, though given with flippant
words, was instantly answered. Every snap was
echoed by a knock. However humble the operator
at either end, the spiritual telegraph was at last work-
ing, and it was left to the patience and moral earnest-
ness of the human race to determine how high might
be the uses to which it was put in the future. Unex-
plained forces were many in the world, but here was
a force claiming to have independent intelligence at
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